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A Complaint tothe Houſe of Commons, and Refolu- 
'*  tiontaken up by the free Proteſtanc Subjects of the 
Cities of London and Weſtminſter, and the Counties 


adjacent. 


Oſcrs may ſpeak by authority of a Pro- 
FRO) verb, and then weare ſure we: ought not 
was to bc ſilenced, we have ſeen and peruſed 

| | many Remonſtrances, Declarations, Votes 
and Ordinances, and our Vote upon them 
all is, Thatit had been happy for us, more 
advantagious to our Religion, and more 
honourable to our Nation , if they had becn ſtrangled in the 
birch, and never walked abroad in the light, and that itwill 
never be well with us, or the Kingdom, till they be buricd in 
oblivion : for we finde ſo much bitterncfle and aſperity in 
ſome, ſo many jealoufics and fears raifed in others, ſo little 
truth in many, and ſo much danger in them all, that we may 
zuſtly fear ſome Conjurers have been abroad to raiſe cvill ſpi- 
rits, and that we ſhall never be ar quict, till they be under 
ground. We havelived to ſee many changes in Church and 
State, as make our hearts ake , becauſe for the moſt part they 
are ſtillfor the worſt, and when we could not belecvea degree 
b:yond our miſeries, and thereupon built hopes of amend- 
ment, our fenſe of ſuffering taught us new degrees of com- 
pariſon : we will inſtancein a few, and by them gheſſe at the 
reſt (for welike not generalls, no more then letters teſtimos» 
niall of credit without a name to own them, ) Iris granted 
of all hands we are free SubjeRs, born to the Laws of the 
Kingdom as our birth-right, which we may challenge of 
right, and that we maintain the Proteſtant Religion againſt 
Popery , and all other Sets _ Rerelic, and that the Litur- 
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2 
vie ofthe Churchis eſtabliſhed by A of Pa'liament, We 
beſceech you now conſider how we were uſcd in a'l theſe, 
Our cſtates were taken away undcr the gentle termes of Be- 
nevolences. and Loans, where the choice was, cipher to part 
with our Eſtates and Land, or lye in Priſon ; When 
we found this preſſure, we ran tothe Law for proteQiian, and 
found by wofull experience that innocence was a worſecrime 
then felony ; for he that was committed for felony was 
admitted to baile, whilcſt hethat was committed for no cauſe 
was upon his Habcas _ remanded and continucd in 
Priforr: Thus it fared with us in our Liberties, and not much 
better in onc Property , for what with charge of Arms and 
Mvuſters {where the Lord Licutcnants, or Deputy Lieute- 
nants ſpleen or will made a Law) and billetting Souldicrs and 
the like, what we enjoyed was at the will of others rathet 
then our own; and belceve it our lives were inno- ſmall ha» 
zard, when Martiall Law was ſo freely talked of : Theſe were 
no ſmall loſſes ro make men ſpeak ; but we ſt{ently ſuf 
fered, and not long after came our Petition. of Right, 
which re-inveſted us in our legalt inheritance again, and 
as we thought had ſctled vs in that happineſſe which was 
immovable; bnt experience ſoon taught us the contrary, for a 
way was found our to create: offences by Proclamation, and 
a ke that could: make any thing an offence at: ihcir 
pl:aſure, and puniſh it how they liſt, where great Lords 
could more caſily impoſe five or 10000. 1, fine for: a new 
made offence, rhcn pay the tenth part of ſfach a fumme for 
thcir own juſt Debts ; And to make th<ir ſentences more ſc- 
vere, could tinde outnew Priſons, and eloſe impriſonment to 
ſeparate the diftrefſed from their friends, yea and whip men 
too, and inflitother corporall puniſhment, which is rot plea- 
ling to us in the remembrance: Nay, it was grownte ſuch a 
height of naughtineſſe, that the baſe Projeors and Monopo- 
Hizors (rhe bane of the Common- wealth) made uſe of that 
Court of Juſtice (if ſo-ve may call it) to pphold their villa- 
| n 
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ny (let that ſtinking Sope-Projet wirncfſe whether we ſpeak 
truth or not. ) And asif we could not have been undone ſoon 
cnough, we had a Maſter Proje& invented, to ſubmit all our e- 
- ares to the Kings pleaſure by a new deviſed Ship-writ, where« 
by the King might make a neceflity at pleaſure, and then 
impoſe what he thought fir, which after it had been hatched 
& contrived by ſome over learned wicked brains, was counte- 
nanc:d undcr a pretext of Law by the Judges, ( in mcntioning 
of which we intend not cither r/rer, Hatton, or Crook, who 
are dead; or Crew, who is yt living, forthcir memories are 
precious With us for honeſt men.) and this was proſecuted 
with no {mall violence (as many other proje&s beſides). by 
the Kings Connſcil.at Law, who may bluſh for ſhame, or 
at kcaſt quake for fear, to think how they miſ-led a good King 
and thr gracious Maſter, to the grievance of his beſt Sub- 
jets. Iratftifts us to think of the preſſures we-underwenrby 
new Impoſts, & that involuntary dangerous preſident of cx«r- 
ciſe of 40.5, jer Tonne upon wine, b<fides divers other gricvan- 
ces: And yct all theſe paſt  currant under the ſpecious and 
plauſible pretenceof the Subje&ts good, (which Mr, #torney 
Genera!l found , and-ſo cxpreſt itin his-Study ) but we found 
the quite contrary in experience. And as cur troubles were 
thus multiplicd in the Common-wealth , ſo did they no lelle 
encreaſe in the Church, we had new devices leading faſt on 
towards Popery. Ir began undcrthe fair ptcrence of orderly 
ſrvice of God by railing: in the Communion Table, provi- 
ding Church ornaments, and the like, ( which we are ſo farre 
from condemning, that we ſhould have had cauſe to thank 
th:m if they had ftaycd there) for we wel approve of harmlcſſe 
andiinoffenſive Ceremonies, and deecar form of Goes worſhip 
and Service) but what with theirnew Chriſtning cur Commu- 
nion-Tables to make them Altars, ſetting them Altar-wiſe ar 
the upper cnd'of the Chancell, advancing them upon ſteps, in 
ſome places changing them from wood to fone. ſetting up 
Crucifixes,& then bowing and cngng.and the bold Setmons 
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for auricular confeſſions, free will, merit, reall preſence-in 
the Papiſticall ſenſe, and ſuch other ſtuffe, we could nor well 
ecll where they would ret uncill they had broughrin the Idoll 
of the Maſſe, Image-worlhip, and the like,and made the Arch» | 
biſhop of Canterbury cquall ro a Pope in England, who toour 
gricf had obtained that command in Church and State, and 
that power at Counſell Board, Star- chambcr, and High-Coms 
miſſion, ( beſides his under hand:awing the Common Law 
Judges to betray the Law to his will) chat he Lordedit all 
the Kingdom over, and by the aſhſtance of ſome of his under - 
Biſhops ( as bad as himſclf ) and others more calle to be 
wrought upon, he brought the Clergy(lome few godly Miniz 
ſters except-d) (who then by way of diſgrace were termed 
Puritans, and now Popilhly affected Malignants ): to be at bis 
Command, who preached { or rather prated) nothing but 
blinde obcdicnce, and che Kings Prerogative, and ſuch things 
as they underſtood not, .tomake-usodious to our Prince, and 
raiſe themſelycs to preferment (which was too ready a wa 

in thoſe times toaccomplith their delixes.) We would nor be 
miſtaken , as if we did inveigh againſt Archbiſhops , er Bi: 
ſhops, or bore ul will co the Clergy in.generall, we like well 
of thcir digniticsand orders, and -thcre are many among them, 
who by thcir pious preaching, gracious lives, godly examplcs, 
and orderly Government in the Church, have becn great in- 
ſtruments of our good, and by their depth of knowledge and 
learning, floptthe mouths of Papiſls, Schiſmariqucs, and 
Herctiques, we pray for.them, and that God would cncreaſe 
the number of them, and if it had not been thought otherwiſe 
fit by the State , we ſhould never have denied the Biſhops a 
place in the Lords Houle in Parliament, and hope they ſhall 
yer continue to have aname and fir power of Governmentin 
the Church, though thcir Votes in Parliament be gone, 
(which for the manner of carriage in taking them away (if all 
b.-truc that we hearc) was.not ſo well as we could have wiſhed 
for th: honour of taat Gr-at Court which we ſhall labour to 


uphold ) 


ha. 
uphold.) By this time we preſume you will think we ma 
ſpeak to the purpole, for cur loſſes were nar ſmall ; if the loſt: 
of Property , Liberty, Life, or Religion begreat. Bat you 
will obje&, Theſe werenotloſt, oncly in hazard, and that all 
theſe are now put out of danger, by aboliſhing Ship-money, 
and all other things of that nature, and by other pood Bills 
paſſed this Parliament, and a Bill ready to be paſſed fora Sys 
nod, if the King will give His aſſent, To which we anſwer, 
and acknowledge the goodnefle of the King, that he did nor 
extend His Powcr inthecaſc of Ship-money to that latitude, 
when time was ( as our Judges put into His Power) and when 
He was adviſed by His Great Counſ<ll it was againſt Lav, 
He yeclded to aboliſh it. We contefle His Grace to us in the 
Bill for the Tricaniall Parliament, and in regulating his 
CounſclhTable, and putting down His Court of Star-cham- 
ber, and High Commiſhon- and other good and profitable 
Laws, conſented to by Him, and made for us this Parliament; 
and we bleſſe God we have ſycha King , and pray heartily for 
His long life., and happy Ragn over us, and publiſh to all the 
World, that we do from our hearts acquit Him from the 
guilt of all our ſuftcrings, and a thought in any.of us of his in- 
clination to Popery, and wiſh that choſe whoarcin Authority 
under Him would learn. goodnefle by. His example, and that 
the whole Kingdom were as ſound inthe Proteſtant Religion : 
But yet withall, we muſt let Him and all che World know too, 
that our condition at preſent is ſo far from bing betrered, 
that itis grownextreamly worſe, as if all the evills of former 
times had been epitomized into the Volume ofa yeerlaſt paſt, 
or thereabouts, and the quinrelicnee of ours and the former 
Ages grievances cxtrated aud given- us at one draught: 
Iris true we had a Parliament: called before this, on which 
our hopcs depended much for redrefſe of our evils, and how 
unhappily it ended we too ſenſibly feele. Whether hethar is 
dead, or the late Comptroller that is living ( and would have 
ſer that unyendible commodity of Ship-money: to ſale in _ 
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Pailiament for 12. Subſidies) were the cauſc of it , we judge 
not, nor condemn any. Andiris as true this Parliament, to 
our thinking, was called ſcaſonably for our relicf 3 and the 
unhappy differences ariſcn in Scotfand, almoſt miraculouſly 


quicted , and our Brethren of that Nation returned. home. 
peaceably ( though , we -muſt not forget that ir coſt us 


300000, |. bc[ides the many thouſands weekly their Army 
and ours had for their ſupporthere , which we could with had 
becn ſpared. ) And we oughrtlikewiſe toa:knowledge ( for ic 
isa ttuth not tobe denied) the care both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment have raken for ſupprcfling Popery , diſcountenancing 
Miniſters Popilhly affettcd, and the many cxprefhons they 
have made for maintaining our Proteſtant Religion and 
Laws ; But forall this, we have now more cauſe to complain 
then ever. Atthe beginning of this Parliament they removed 
one highly charged for endeavouring the ſubverlion of the 
-Fundamcntall Laws of the Land, and many other Treaſons, 
which how far guflty we derermine not, becauſe we heard no 
evidence, and though we are fure he was a great cauſc of our 
ſufferings, yet we could with his Attainder might have been 
in ſuch manner, as others taking notice of his puniſhment, 
might have feared to commit the like crimes, and not ſoto 
puniſh, as to need a Declaration , that his manner of puniſh- 
ment ſhoul4.not be drawn into example afterwards, /the rea- 
dy way to draw a ſuſpition upon the Juſtice of his ſentence) 
bur if our Fundamcntall Laws be all ſubverted, what doth 
his puniſhment advantage us? The Houſes likewiſe took care 
for committing the Archbiſhop of (ayterbury to the Tower, 
Judge Barth ro the Sherifles of London, Sir George Ratcliffe 
ro the Gatchouſe, and allrheſe for no leffe crimes then High 
Treaſon , but we arc aſhamed to think that they ſhould lyein 
Priſon above two yeers together without a legall triall, 


(which will be a fair juſtification of all our Judges of inferi-: 


aur Courts for delay of Juſtice, and no ſmall injury tothe 
free SubjeAs of England in the prelident to be deprived of 
2k : thcir 
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their Liberty ſo long upon a bare ſurmiſe) nay we heare (but 
will give no preſent credit to it fot the honour-of borh How- 
ſcs) that one of the Judges of the Kings Bench'is kept Priſon- 
erin the Tower: for no cauſe ar all expreſt , (or any juſt one 


.... that we can karn, } and Judge Barth that lies under the inv- 


nent of High Treaſon, appointed by both Houſes, roſir 
udpe again in that Court, which if irbe 'true, we muſt plain- 
ly tcll you, . that we fear the Tmpeachment againſt him (as 
well as ageinſt half a dozen more of his brothers , that never 
proceeded further then 'an Accuſation) was rather 'to awe 
them ,- and make them ſerve turns upon occaſion, { keeping 
them under the laſh) then our of zeale of Juſtice, 'or for the 
common good, 


.- Nay, we have 00d advertiſement, (for we are net ſo well 


acquainted inthe Priſons; as to know by fight) of many hun- 
.dreds commirred by both Houſes this Parliament -/ where -4 
the way we ſhould be glad ro know how the Houſe of Co 

mons, being onely part ofthe Body of the Great Counſell,and 
no:Court of Record, have got a power to commit ſuch as arc 
none of their Members) { for wiſe men' and good Lawyers 
queſtion it) we ſay matyy hundred committed'; andnot one 
convitted wy the Lord Major Sir Richard Gurney, Binion, 
and the now Kings Attorney ; for the latter of which we are 
not ſo wiſe as to underſtand his faulr, being a high point of 
new Parliament Priviledge ; which his Judges could not by a 
known Law ſuddenly finde 'any puniſhment for ;' and for 3i- 
nign letitreſt upon the conſciences of his Judges , whether he 
wereguilty of thecrimes charged by good proof; but this we 
muſt ſay, That we are not ſatisfied, but that he ought to have 
beentried by twelve Free-men upon their Oathes , according 
tothe Great Charter of Eng/and, and not by the Lords, who 
are not our equals : and for the ſentence it ſelfe we have ſo 
juſt cauſe of complaint, that if ſuch arbitrary juſtice proceed, 
we ſhall finde little eaſe by transferring the Star-chamber 
from one cnd of weſiinſter Hall, ro the Lords Houſe atthe 


other ; 
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_ other , and {t will be much al ke tobe committed by the Stnr- 


chamber to Carnarvon Caſtle, and the Lords Houke to'Calche. 

Gaole, and much worſe to be committed during the pleg- 
ſure of that Houſe , then'the Kings , for wetinde him more 
inclinable to mercy, (though we wondar much how the King 


loſt a power of pardoning, or ſhewing merty in any crime 


whatſozver, that did notconcern a;particular Subjeft. ) And 
for the honeſt Lord Major Gurney, if you will beleove us (and 
many of us were preſent at his eriall) he might with more 
honour and juſtice too, have been acquitted then-ſentenced;his 
grearcſt faulr being his obedienceto-his King ,, and:true.ſurvice 
ro the City ;according to his-Oathand Duty 'of his place. If 
theſe things be true, it will make us fear ſomebody {ſhares 
withthe Serjant at-Arms, Moſlengers, and\Gaolcrsin the fees, 
and thart-lirtle care is 'taken of the Subjefts Liberty in he 


.mean time. Itmay be thought theſethings.nothing concern 


us, bat-belecve itthere is more initthen fo : that which is one 
Subje&s caſenow , may.be ours, or our-Childrens/hereafcer:, 
and a-bad ;preſident is many times of great authority, and 
dangerous conſequence , which we/are the more fenlible of, 
becauſe we hear fome ignorant Lawyers of che Houſe :of 
Commons (one of which wears aſcarlet-hood, which'/hepaid 
dear for, and'was-held none of the wiſeſt the beginning-ofthis 


'Parliament) arepickt out to findepreſidents., and juſtificby 


Law the legality of Tequeftringmens ſtares andinherirancee, 
to turn-the King-out of His Power of making Shcriffes 'of 
Counties, and put that inthe peaple and by conſequence de: 
duceitt0'themſelves; nayiſome i( whom we'bluſhfor ;) have 
not been-alhamed'to-put 1n;print a preſident :for depoſinga 
King, «nd couldfindeno-berter then King Richzrd the ſecond, 
who all ther world 'kr-9-vs (torheſcantdallof this Nation, was 


traitcrouſly murthered;the wholeprogrefſe of which AR was: 


a horrid Treaſon, uponthe faireſt relation:ofany Chronicle. ,) 
And. therefore we befeech you blame:us nor , tif wehereby 
way-of cxceptionimake mention ofthem., thatthey:may nor 
hcreaftcr 
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hereafter be cited to. the picjudice of us and our poſterity, 
We crave leave now ta lay down:truly and plainly ( for aur 
condition is ſuch that we muſt not palliate) the redreſle of our 
grievances by this Parliament. Indeed , we acknowledge: a 
.... great deale of zeale in the Houſe of Commons in queſtioning 

| Proj ears, Monopolizors, and the like, batit was too hot ta 
continue, for we do not know of age of them to this day pus» 
niſhed; Nay Xifvert that grand ProjeRor in the 40. $.per Tore 
exciſe, fo farre from puniſhment, as our great Maſters of 
the Hauſe of Commons were nat alhamed to make uſe of his 
Skill ( wha is known to be very dextroys to.oppreſk } ro have 
drawn all che poor Wins of Londonto make Fine and Ran- 
ſome, and if they bave cſeaped, they may thank their poverty, 
and not their innocence : how this comes tg paſſe we know 
not; but this we know , that Alderman Abel (Kikverts Coms> 
rade in that buſineſſe ) was arich man ( and the King givesa 
hint; asif one of the Houſe af Commons ( a crying linac, if is 
be true) could take maney) and whether Kilvert or 4betmade 
friends there , and ſa gor off ( for it is too tao cyident, that 
there is notable fricnding there in cayſes, both at Committees 
and in the Houſe ) or whether in the examination, of that bu- 
fineſſe they ſtumbled upan fome Grandee , ar athers as deep 
in that ProjeQ as they, we cannot tell : bus ſure we are, they 
are at liberty, and unpuniſhed, when many of our honeſt bre- 
thren, ad free SubjeRs are kept in Priſon far maintaining 
their rights by Law, 

A great ado was made about the Cuſtomers for their ex- 
ating Cuſtoms and Impoſts, but the concluſion of that bu- 
ſiacflce ſhews plainly rhe Houſe of Commons aimed mecly 
to get money z for the Cyſtomers purchaſed their peace of 
them ( whichphraſe ſoynds ill in a place of Juſtice) and now 
the Houſe of Commaps againſt expreſle Law cxa& the like 
Cuſtoms and Impoſts, which they diſpoſe at pleaſurs, ang 
think an Order of both Houſes a if xenſation tq.that Premg- 


zire in their AQ of Parliament , which we feax will ſcarce 
? ' B 2 upon 
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upo1 a fair and [:ga'l ad excuſe : What think you of the 
PiojeR of ſealing Gold and Silver thred and wire ( which 
the poor Artiſts about London fo much cricd' out upon? ) If 
any body hath been puniſhed for thatabufe, iris more then 


| 
| 


we could cver heare; yet we, and both Houſes roo know, that—: | 


great Lord of the Houſe of Peers, and Sir H. Mz/dmay ſtill of 
the Houſe of Commons, that dipt their fingers deepin it; nay) 
and though the King gives a gentle reproof for it, we {.c 
nothing done thereupon, which makes us belecve, that it was 
not altogether pure Juſtice in Voting out all Monopoliſts 
and ProjeRors , &c, out efthe Houſe of Commons, and yet 
ſo notorious a one keptin , nay by ou leave we can tell you 
who eſcaped turning out upon the loan of 50000. 1. which 
was ill news to us, to think that Houſe could be hired with 
Monzy; and yet we have wiſhed [ince, that all the Members of 
the Houſe had been as able to furniſh Money as he ; for then 
peradventure many as wiſe and as honeſt, and of as cleer re- 
pute in the Common: wealth, (though the man is free from 
exception) which have been voted out without any canſe; 
might peradventure have fate there ſtill, and by their wiſdom 
and moderation (if that be of weight there) prevented many 
ſudden unadviſed Vores, which will ſcarce be for the honour 
of Parliaments in ſucceeding ages. And lince we are thus un+ 
happily fallen intothe Houſe, we muſt (though by digrcffion) 
It you know how {cnlible we are in apprehending the truth 
of His Majeſtics Declaration in the undue courſes of eleftion 
of Knights and Burgeſſes , and as undnein turning out thoſe 
duly cle&ed, and putting worſe in their rooms . and the nota- 
ble ſiding and making Varties thereabours , inſfomuch as the 
Commitrce for Ele&ions , hath got the' Nickname of the 
Committee of Aﬀe-fion-, where every one is more for his 
fricnd, rhenthe right; and if all the houſe of Commons be 
Judpes ( as rhey prerend to be) we can charge every one of 
them with ſuch ſollicitation and pre-inſtruftion in cauſes 
and engagements to aparty,as were enough torrurn any other 


Judge 
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(ri ) 
Judge of England out of his place, and forfeit all his cſtate , and 
that juſtly too. 

We would be glad to know what was the cauſe of turning the 
Lord Falkland, Sir lohn Culpepper, Sir Iv. Strangwayes, Maſter 
G. Palmer, and divers others out of the Houſes (for they were 
voted out by. ſcores hand over head ) unleſſe it were be- 
cauſe they ſpake more reaſon then the more violent party 
could anſwer ; and therefore it was come to that paſſe, that 
(clean contrary to the uſe, yea and the honour of Parlia- 
mcnts too ) things were not debated by reaſon and ſtrength of 
Argument, bat by putting it tothe queſtion, and carrying it- 
by moſt voyces, where the greater number were ſo far from 
underſtanding many times the force of Arguments, that they: 
did not after the Vote was paſt conceive the ſtate or ſenſe of 
rhe queſtion, but thought it was enough for them to Vote 
with. Maſter P>»]z, or Maſter Hampden by an implicite faith, 
and if they differed ( as ſeldom they did} then croſle or pyle, 
Vote at adventure: Do northink we are coo bold herein , or 
chis-is breach of priviledge; for when theſe things are told 
abroad (andit were pity they ſhould be concealed , leſt they 
fhould not be amended, ) Blame nor us for: complaining of 
chem, when we ſuffer ſo much by them , andit ir be a breach 
of priviledge, we hope we ſhall eſcape as well as Maſter Laws 
rente Whittakers,, the late Clerk of the Councell, for a farre 
greater , who ſcarcht- Maſter Hampdens-pockets, and tooke 
away his papers ſoon after the breach of the laſt Parliament, 
and yer now continued a Member of 'the Houſe of Com- 
mons. Indeed, we heare much complaint touching the breach 
of Parliament priviledge, principally that touching the Lord 
Ximbolton, and the five Members of the Houſe of Commons, 
andwe fo farre diſlike the Kings going to the Houſe of Com- 
mons, as we take it to be againſt the priviledge of Parliament, 
and wiſh with all onr hearts it had been forborn, Bart after 
the King hath given ſo full ſatisfaRion thercin, and in plain 
retms made an acknowledgement: thereof (a tare thing 
: B 3 Ty 
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in a Prince )that it ſhould Kill be mentioned (as if all errours 
ina King were never to be forgotten ) we muſt needs. think 
there is not rhat care ofpreſerving the Kings honour, and de- 
ſire of unity between him and his people, as all honcſt mcn 
wiſh for , and thatthe Kings faults are nothing necr ſo many. _ 
a3 are pretended, that this muſt be ſo often reiterated to make 
up a number. And yet by the way we muſt hintthus mnch, 

that Lord or five Members be guilty of Treaſon, we ſhall 
not ſtick ro convi& thoſe five Mcmbers ,, and ſee them duly 
executed, according to the old Law, for we never hcatd that 
any Parliament man had a priviledge of Parliament in his 
tryall for Treaſon till this Patliament, and we mean-nat. to: 
uphold new creatcd priviledges, ) Surely , breach of Parlia- 
ment priviledge is not a ſia unpardonablc [ if it be) it will fare 
ill with ſome of both Houſes that diſcovered the difference 
of opinion by fome of the Houſe of Commons by name. in 
the buſindle of the late Earle of Strafford, and the well- 
afketed Lords inthe Houſe of Pecres im the buſincle ef the 
Church Liturgic. I and with all the rabble of Browniſts 
and Anabaptiſts, that with unheard of impudence durſt aske 
the queſtion publikely atthe Barre in the Hauſe of Commons, 
Who «hcy were which oppoſed the well-afteted party in 
thar Houſe, ( a thing unpicfidented) and that more noble 
perſon of the Houſe of Commons, that did nor ſtick ta 
ask the like queſtion in the Houſe of Lords (though 
we charge not that upon his ſcore (blame to them. that 
injoyned him thattaske.) Nay, what ſhall become of the 
multitude of the zealous ScRarics, and rabble of ignorant 
people ſcnt to both Houſes , but ſpecially to the Houſe of 
Peers by Captain Ye» and his wife, and 1ſaack Peuningtoy, ta 
cry Juſtice, Juſtice, and, No Biſhops, No Biſhops, and to 
terrifte ſome Lords from the Houſe, and awe others that 
were there. 3 wecan finde no way buta Pardon, oran A of 
Oblivion : for we are ſure there were never higher breaches of 
Parliament priviledge then thcle, nor 4 greater ſtain upon 
Parliament 


(C 1s ) 
Parkament proceedings, God grantthey riſc not pp in judge- 
ment againſt us and the Nation, We are loth to-rub too hard 
upon this ſore, we know itis a tender place, clſe we.could 
ecll range things donechis Parliament, nat onely ex cravmpore 
Votes, bur Bills paſſc ex zempore the ſane day they were firſt 
read, contrary tothe gravity and reaſon of all former times, 
as if they could as well Vore and make Afts of Parliament b 
che fpirit ex tempere, astheir Levites can pray and ———_— 
tofaythe truth, aremuch alike, which makes religious and 
wife men athamed of bath, and is:no.ſmall.cauſe of onr.com- 
plaint, Let -no-man think this a buſindſe of ns- cencernment 
tous, iitis noloſſe chenourilafſe of Parliaments, / whereby we 
ſh} loſe allour happineſſe) if weloſe.the honqur , wi 
gravity and juſtice of them 2; and we mult c_—_— ul we 
ſec amendment, -and mult cravc :pardon.of our Noble Lords 
cotcilthera, That we ſec (what they know to betrue)ſo much 
ſiding and cngagingone another intheir Committees in mat- 
ters of civill juſtice , that if there were a ſuperiaur Court:to 
complain unto of what they have miſ-dane this Parliameng 
(beſides themany.delayes and protraftions of cauſes) whileſt 
thoſe who ſhould attend to heare and judge, arc in bed, orar 
play, -or fomeworſe employment, or-1dle at the beſt, our 
Tudges of inferiaur Courts (whom we formerly complained 
of, and not without cauſe ) would be.reckoned little. gods by 
way of compariſon; and few .of their b:{t Orders arc wort 
thecharge of attendanc: , and Lawyers and Clerks fees. And 
farcky whcn things are thus carryed , we havecauſeto ſpeak, 
burthe worſt is yer-behind, foras (if our Parliament ( which 
was wont to:r<drefle all our grievances) envied: our happi- 
__neſe, and Nudied-ourxuine) they have found out anew way: 
tod:priveus of onr Laws, Liberty, .and Property. This may 
Þ<rhoughr very ſtrange.at the firſt ſight, bur we {hall ſo plain» 
ly.demonſirate it, as we doubt notbut (the Parliament men 
them(ſ:lves being reaſonable Judges ) it will be afſented unto 
foran-ttndeniable truth ; and itwill be evideatto cvery ordi- 
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AY ( 14. 
nary underſtanding , that under the pretence of defending or 
Laws and Rcligion, we are couzecned 'of both. To begin 
with our Laws { and follow them for the preſcnt, choughin 
an ill preſident, inputting Religion at the fagge end, when 


othcrbulinc{ſe is done) we have got anew Law of Ordinan«--: 


ces ſo called, that hathtnrned all our Liberties, Property, Pe- 
rition of right, and all other old known and rightfull Laws 


out of doors, and if we continue ſo fimplelonger to ſubmit to 


them, the free Subje&s of England ſhall be in worle condition 
then a Turkiſh ſlave : whileſt they are at the'mercy of one, 
we at the pleaſure and command of hundreds, te diſpoſe our 
lives, libetties, cſtatzs, wives and children , yea and our Re- 
ligion too according to their humours. The firſt rime we 
found this ſtcaling in-upon us , was inthe buſineſſe of the 24> 
litia, which we {wallowed without any examination of the 
legality, bring driven intoamaz:ment with fears of ſome ſud- 
den and unavoydable danger, and blameus not, if we were 
apprehenſive area upon printed relations of ſo many pre» 
tended horrid treacheries _ the Parliament, whenevery 
day almoſt produced a diſcovery of a new treaſon : Thatof 
the Taylors in Moore-ficlds; the Stable of Horſes under 
ground; the Daniſh Fleet that was diſcomfited by Ya» Tramp 
along eime ſince, bcfides other ſtrange diſcoveries and Lets 
t.rs thar came God knows from whence, for the Authors 
may be aſhamed to be known, and ſuch like fitions, that 
ſerved onely to amaze us, whilcſt in the mean time we yeelded 
t0.thar illegall power put in the Licutcnants of the Adliria, 
thinking onely rhereby to defend our ſelves from a preſent 
force * Yau we finde now that it is and hath been purin execu- 


tion to diveſt our King of his Forts, Towns, Caſtles, Navies, _ 


Goods and Revenues , and to put the ſtrength ofthe King- 
dom in the power and command of poore mcn of deſperate 
Forcunes or faftions, and Schiſmaricall men addited to Ana- 
bapriſme and Browniſme : Look amongſt the Lovaon Come 
manders, from Fowk, Normineton , andotherthe Princes of 
the 
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the Mitte ,/by Colonell /zn and MManraring, aslow as, 
Captain Brady and Baſte(if-bankrupting be a badge of po= 
yerty)& compare the reſt ot the Liſts, and for one-honeſt, 
able Commander you willfind morethen twice as many 
Schiſmaricall beggarly SeQarics;indeed, ſome are men of 


' Worth, clſethechcathad bin too grofſe. We confeſle we 


were nata {cnſible as diſcretion would have taught us of 
rheraking of Hu/from the King,&ſciling his Arms there, 
and little thought his Declaration was a true propheſic 
that our turns would be next: We never dreamt, that 
any under precexr of Religion, or preſcnting a Petition to. 
our King, would haye afaulecd ti s Royall Perſon, asat 
Keinton, (ana& which wediſavow to the preſent age,and 
all ſucceeding generations;) we could not have beleeved, 
if we had nottried it by wofulexperience,that our horſes 
and goods ſhould have been taken away againſt our wills 
by 1fa«c Pennington, or any his officers; that Souldiers 
ſhould have been billerted in our houſes perforce, nay & 
Martiall Law voted to be putin execution by two Houſes 
of Parliament, and thar ſitting a Parliament, and whileſt 
other Courts of Juſtice, Afliſes, Sefhons, and the Courts 
of Weſtminſter were all open; we wonder where the new 
off.nccs of Malignants and ill-affe&ted , andmen not to 
be confided in,are to be found in'our Law? and whatpu- 
niſhmentis due to them ? And we noleſſe wonder how it 
was poſhble that Noble Lord (whom we took to be our 
Patron in defence of our Religion & Laws) was drawn in, 
or brought on to be general of an Army againſt our King 
and to be an inſtrument of ſo much miſchief ro us:& how 
thoſe brave Lords, Northumberland, warwick, Holland, Bed= 


— ford, Salisbury , Howard, and honeſt Pembrook, with ſome 


ather honeſt Lords, and the remnant of honeſt and wiſe 
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men [cft inthe Houſe of Commons could be led on aft 
this while, and not diſcover the miſery that was broughe 
vpon us and our poſterity by this new found Law 2 Te is 
too late now to prevent whar is paſt, Kit is fomecomfore 
ro us to hcar that they underſtand,and are ſenſtble of our _ 
ſoff-rings and dangers, and endeavour to prevent chem 
bur unleſſe a ſpeedy conrle be taken, we {ee ourruine ſo 
imminent, that we mult fall ro put our refolutions in pra» 
Aice : as if all the former grievances were too little {put= 
ting in the plundering of houſes , and more then barba- 
rous crnelry in the naheard of cortures which the Parlia- 
ment Forces uſed to ſome of our netghbours ( old Ze of 
(anterbury, and Sir William Botelers man of Kent, and 
others for inſtance of the latter, and his Maſter, and han- 
dred houſes more plundered by them for proof of the 
former.) There is now another fo named Ordinance 
for taking away the ewentieth part of our eſtares,-and 

roviſion by additionall ſo called Ordinances tolevie is 
by diſtraining our goods, imprifoning our perſons, and 
rurning our wives, children and families our of doores, 
which when we firſt perufed,, we concluded with our 
felves, That cither thoſe which made it were not well in 
their wits, or did bcleeve all the SubjeAs of England bur 
themſelves fools, to ſuffer it to be pur in execution, We 
are much engaged to our King ( as for many other fa= 
vours) fo particularly for that his taſt Declaration of the 
eighth of December, by way ofanſwcr to that pretended 
Ordinance, and his charge nor to obey ir. And we finde 
his g00d advertiſements in other his Declarations too- 
true ( we wiſh-we had heeded them better in time) bue 
we muſt with all hnmility ket him and every one elfe. 
know, that from the fiſt peruſall of that Ordinance we 
were 


(17. ) 
were reſolved to oppolrit to the death : we found it evi 
dent cnough, that they might by the ike new law rake 
the other ninetecnth. part of our eſtates when they pleas 
fed, and our livcs too, 'And: they of the Houſe of Come 
mons were much miſtgken,' who thought ir a favour to 


* Vin ſparing our lives in thisz forhe' is a poore ſpirited 


man that wouldchuſe to live io.apriſon,and ſee his eſtate 
taken fromhim, and his wife and children turned a beg- 
ging, and baniſhed : And therefore we muſt now 
roundly for the truth,as others havedon for wrong. We 
would fainc know how ngicla lince'the making law by 
Ordinance was in uſe, for ſome of us (as old as {incethe 
the beginning of Qyeen Efecberhs time) never kncwit till 
this Parliament. Indeed, we haveheard of ſuch things 
that woman er tienes _ iemay PINDER 
cannot yet Icarnby anygood Antiquary or: r,tha 
both Houſcs of Parliament, without Cl ooo, 
did make an Ordinance to binde the free SubjeAsof Exg- 
Lind in their lives, liberty, or eſiates, Ifan Orderof both 
Houſcs may make new Law, or abrogate or ſuſpend out 
old, you may quickly ſcifc upon all oureſtates , and be- 
flow them amongſt your {clves and friends;and you have 
ſhewn us a good inclination that way, in beftowing 
6000. li. upon your Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, 
and places at command, and no ſmall profit in the Army 
upon Mcmbers of both Houſes, thcir children, kinred, 
and friends,which for chcir skii in war might as w.l have 
been ſparedin theArmy : As for Caunlellin the Houſe, 
witneſſe thoſe grave & valiant Lords, Haſtzres, Rochford, 


ec. And we could never karn of any great expericnce of 


Martiall valour in my Lord Say, or his Son ( that had the 
flect unruly horſe) to draw them fo conſcienciouſly to 


nadertake imployments of thar nature, But we finde lit: 
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tle confcience made of taking pluralities of Command in 
the Army (a Regiment of foot, and Troop of horſe:)and 
ſtay athome and take the pay, which comes out of our 
purſes, and complain of lazic Miniſters for plurakties of 
Church livings : Welike not the latter, and we do-as _ 
much condemnethe former. | : 
Wethought we ſhould have had thanks given tofuch 
-of us as had been wroughtupon to bring in our plate,and 
ſend Money to the Parliament, more then wife men 
would have done; and thatithad beewan impoſhbility 
that ever the quantity and proportion ſhould have been 
queſtioned, anda tax follow, Will ourgreat Lords and 
others of great eſtates in- both Houſes part with the 
twentieth part(fo roundly > YOurchoice it ſcemesis now 
as in the beginning, differs onely in this, There lend, or 
g0 topriſon, Here lend, or take and {ell our goods, pur 
cur perſons in a Gaole, turn wives and children out.of 
doors, and baniſhthem, | 
 Wharis become of our Petition of right?whatuſe of a 
'Trienniall Parliament? If this laſt but a few dayes at this 
rate, we ſhall have never a Free-holder-af 40, s, a yeet 
left to chuſe Knights, nor afree Citizenbut ina priſon, 
We wonder thar- this new: kinde of Ordinance was not 
ſooner found our, It would have. ſpared the. trouble of 
getting the Kings aflent tro many Bills... VVhy was nor 
Strafford killed witt-an-Ordinance ? the Biſhops diſchar- 
gcd out of the Lords Houſe with an Ordinance?-and this 
arliament made everlaſting by an Ordinance ? What 
dull unlearncd men were Sir Edward Coke, Phillips, Ellyor, 
Digs, Sands, C55. that could never finde or deviſe this 
knack of forging new Laws in-former Parliaments ?- 

The rule. you make is, That an- Ordcr of both 
Houſcs 
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"Houſes, which you mif-call ar Ottinahce, binds us dift- 


ring the Parliament, If you had but miade,or db yermake 
fuch an Order, this Parliament can never diffolve, and 
we muft recall our thanks 'for-ofir Trietmiall Bilt;-for 


_- weſhall be made uncapableof taking fruit by it. Seting 


youare plcafed to: proceed'thus farte, we beſeechyou 
make one Ordinance more, That both Houſes ſhall be 
a Corporation, to take -Lavds and-goods to themiand 
their Succeſſors, and that they ſhall-bethe onely Pro- 


zeRors of all the Lands and goods in the Kingdom, and 


when any-of that-Corporation-dyes, toties quoties; the 


Survivor & noneelſec ſhallchooſe a Succefſorts perpetui-- 


ry; Andif this be binding to the'Subjes/asitmult beif 
z7our rules Hold') we have ſpun'a fair thred in ſending 
Knights and Burgcſfes to this Parliament. Indeed yon 


havedeale gently with- us(in compariſon)-in taking bur 


the Twenticth part, having ſtopt all the Kings,Queens, 


and Princes Revenues, and Iftthem to liveupon Alms- 


(whictrallmen cry ſhame of )-and we beleeve will nor 
be well caken-by our brethren of wales, that you: ſhould 
fo ufe their:Prince; how bold ſoever you make-with 
our King; truly, we finde as ſpecions- Preambles to thele 
new Ordinances: to ruine us, as to any former Projetts 
and Monopolics , which makes-us think ſome of the 
Kings Counſell at Law-are gotren into the Houſe of 
Commons, and underhand, for confcienceſake, betra 
both us and their Maſter; and we feare cre long it theſs 
courſes-hold, //aac Pennington ſhall havea Monopoly of 
high- way paſſes at-2 5: per Pell, eſtabliſhed by Otdinance 
for the good of the people, which hee now exats-withs 
out comptroll, 
We. b-ſecch you to _ us norſo void of reaſon, * 
"3 : 
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«thus deluded,if BC. } the more learned M2- 
lier Gly avonch it for. -Law, we ſhall no more beleeve ir 
ypontheir words, then we did his Gountrey-man Judge 
Tops, im his apinipnef Ship-money , And neverpretend 
to-usthar in calcs ofnece ſoy you may-do what you liſt, 


whea, you pretend Liberty to declare a necefity when = 


you pleaſe; That were to make us infar worſe condition 
thenthe Ship-moncy bulſtnedde, - we (hall Ende zvo-many 
inboh Houſts full ofneceſhitics-:' And therefore we be- 
ſcech you to confider ſcrioufly, into what deſperate exa- 
gencies wearc griven, andit we finde not ſpeedyrelicf, 
we-mult rake'ap ſome, of your jawa principles for-proſe- 


cutingour Reſolurions1a defending our{elves,in caſes af = 


urgent” and unavoidable necellicy : Nay, and it is high 
timeto do it preſently, if you have ſeat for an Army of 
0s, C as weheaxe. you have) romake us a Conquered 
CORE. 13416 3 til I1C 01 58 B- (5 
- We ſhould weary out a patient Reader, totcllall our 
- difircfics, and how the buſincile of 1reland hath been car- 
rycd, and trenched roo much upon the hongur of thoſe 
Houſcs which we ſhalltudy to preſerve, : We forbear 
therefore farthcr enumeration in our civill calamiries, as 
_ anplealing to our thoughes;agd-in a word or two tel you, 
how it hatch fared with us in our Religion aud Church- 
governmant, God be bleſſed our Papiſts and Jcluigs 
pull in their heads, avd good care is taken for keeping 
chem under , bug we wiſh it mightbe done according «0 
the Laws ( which are ftrit enough, if well exccutcd) ang 
not by plundering and torturing ; for if the Law be not 
the Rulc, we, as well as they ſhall come unde the ſlavery 
of Arbirrary Government. And to ſpeak truth, Preach 
ing is much advanced; but what we get one way, we loſe 
| twice 
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ewiceasmnch another : tor one Papiſt before, two ſcdi-" 


tious ScAaries and- Schiſmariques now y we would not 
be miſtaketyin qurexpreflionby ( Setaizes,} and $chiſma- 
t:ques) "we mean not religious. and godly men or women, 
who make conſcience of fanifying:the Sabbath, fre- 
quenting Gods: Ordinances. of praying and preaching, 
obferving Family-durics of praying andinſtrtting their 
Families in the priociples of Religion; abſtaiting from all 
 ſinnethemſcives ro their power, and for conſcience fake 
friendly and charitably reproving others that do offend, 


and in; ſhort, make conſcience of-cvery linne, as itisan- 


offence againſt God 5 No, God forbid we::ſhonkd har- 


bour ſuch a thoughrin us, we honour fuch;and'pray God- 


cencreaſe the number; and whether they: be nick-named 
Puritanes', or look Prozeflents,, or any other new names 
= ofſcorn, it matters not, we are contented to ſhare with 
them intheir difdain ; I rake part with thoſe pions and 
learned men, Oſher, Moreton, Brownrigge, Weſtfield,though 


Biſhaps Holdſworth, Shute, & others, though in Priſon, 
or ſu{p:&:d for mn Popiſhly affe&ted., of Neutraliſts; 


Bur we intend fuchas pretend ro puritywithout honeſty, 


that inveigh againſt ſwearing; and praQiſc lying, cozen- 


ing, and decciving ; that cannot endure Epiſcopall Go- 
vernment ,, or our Book of Common Prayer, though 


farre better then any they canframe' themfclves ; That: 
would have no Government in the Church, but all co be 


independent; That preach, praiſe, and maintain fedi- 
tion, rifing in Arms againſt the King, Gods anointed, 


yea,depoling and killing Kings,{rhat are not ſuch as my 


would have them) Thar take more offenceat a harmlcfle 
Ceremony,then ar zealous incontinency: Theſe are thofe 
that we inveigh againſt, rhas are come like the plague of 


flies, 
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flies, lice, and caterpillars amongſt us,-and are -counte- 
nanced by-no mgan 8ncs i both Houſes;: that lick nor ts 
afirm,we have had no. Reformatibnin #nglandhithertoz 
and ſo:make our Religion (in which we reſolve to live 
and dye) cicher nothing, or hereticall, and by their im- 
pudence, cunning hypocrifie, and ſceming{holineſſe (de- 
preſt with' deſerved poverty} and -hopingtocarchgaod 
tlh in troubled! watcrs, diſquict our Church, and raiſe 
and foment-diſcord in the State , and yet are ſuffered to. 
paſſe unpunifhed : Nay, the Laws agattſt them in vilify- 
ing and diſgracing our Church» Liturgic totally ſuſpend- 
<d, Ir-may iperadventuce not, be bcleeved that ſuch a 
thing ſhould be, but belceve-.us; a new Ordinance will dg 
ftrange things in Church and Common-wealth. Nay, 
we expe@erclong to be told, that an Order ofthe Houſe 
of Commons will bean Ordinance too, atleaſt binde us 
by, or asa Law; for ichath been purin praftice already 
to ſtay proccedings tn Courts of Juſtice, and free a Felon 
out of Priſon without trial , and leſt you thinke we coyn 
wintruths- (as faſt .as ſome others) you ſhall fiadeby their 
Journall, where they ſtayed all men from proceeding, 
againſt Sir Thomas Dawes, and diſcharged one commirred 
by the Lord Chicfe Juſtice 8ramſtos to Newgate for Fe- 
lony, in ſtealing the Countcfleof Rivers goods. And we 
cannot forger the Order under the Teffe of M, P3z»m, two' 
yeers lince, for taking the Raikes from the Communion- 
Table, whcn the Houſe of Commons 1t ſeemes had dele- 
gated their power'to him. ( as. they have dane ſince to a 
cloſe Committee of ſafery, a courſe unheard of in former 
rimes, and not moreabſird then illex all and unjuſtifia- 
ble. ) But we are told we ſhall have a Synod called, and; 
a Bill paſſed forit, and all things ſhall be ſer'e . in oo 
Church, 
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' ChurchzGod grant we may live to ſee it, for we muſt xcll 
you, That we heard the Houſes of Parliament intend to 
chooſe the Men for the Synod {whichis adevice as new 
asthe Ordinance) and 4 the greater number of them 
are thoſe who oppoſe Epiſcopacy, and our Book of 
-. Common Prayer, which it true, we muſt let you know, 
We hold them nor fit men for ſuch a buſinefſe z and they 
may ſparetheir pains till we would have Religion, and. 
Church-Government unſcerled, which hath been their 
work hithcrto; and we muſt in Juſtice require a Synod, 
ſuch as was knownto former ages, and that we may not 
bluſh to own when occafion requires. This certainly 
ſhould have been the firſt work, we pray it may be well 
ſerled atlaſt. But we fear inſtead of Reformation we ſhall 
have ſomeidlc head or other willbe framing an Anſwer 
in wriringto our Complaints , which we muſt tcl you 
will giveus no.ſatisfa&tion ; Or we ſhall have a new De- 
daration, or Remonſtrance, fiuft with an old Story of 
too often-repeated miſcarriages{for when any your Or- 
dinancesthat invade. our Rights are to be put upon us, 
we never miſſe ſome ſuch thing to accompany them, and 
ull us) we muſt tell you, Iris no caſe to us to betold in 
ne words, We ſhall bediſabuſed ; we deſire you will 
begin ſeriouſly to AR, and leave writing, for we finde 
upon all your writings, you have ftill gone bythe worſt, 
which makes us bcleeve you have not thebetter cauſe, 
but truth is againlt you, having the advantage of ſo ma- 
ny able men to pen, and an inclination on your parts to 
canceive the bcſt of what you ſct forth, ind peeinency 
y 


to whatis written-in oppoſition. We therefore humbl 
and heartily defire both Houſes to deelarethemſclves for 
— the maintaining the Booke of Common Praycrcſtabli- 

| ſhed 


24 

ſh:dby Law ;, ſubmitting the correing, qualifying, of 
altering ſuch things, and indifferent Ceremonies, as to # 
Synod lawfully called {hall bethought fit, and may juſtly 
give offence ta weak confſciences,that Laws may be made 
and executed againſt all Schiſmariques, Hereriques, and 
Separatiſts, and theſc already made,executed againſt Pa- 
pilts. That Armics may be dsbanded, peacceſtabliſhed ; 

he Scots (if ſent for)diſcharged; & our King deny<dno- 
thing that is his by the known Law of the Land, but te- 
torce toall , and be ſach a glorious Prince as you pro- 
miſcd him. That the new Law by Ordinance, z. e. by 
Order of either or both. Houſes may be aboliſhed ahd 
diraned, as.was that of Ship-money, and let us heare tis 
more ofa Legiſlative power, but whete King, Lotds, 
and Commons concur (for we will.no-more ſbei to it- 
then to a new Law by Proclamation and we require that 
we may be ſuffered toenjoy our Lives, Libettics , and 
Property, according to. our Petition of Right, & known 
Laws, and ſuffered'to-try our Righes without-Parliament 
Injuttions.Thatrheſer ings nay bedone ſuddenly,and 
this Parliament diſſolved, 


that ſo-we may have liberty to 
proceed at Law againſt the ſeveral] Mcnibers of both 
Houſes, who make uſe of their Priviledge, to hinderthe 
proceedings of Juſtice, ahd owe us many thouſand 
pourids., and'thatwe may have-ſbrac ftuir of the Trien- 
niall Bill. If thcle things may not be obtayncd unlcfſe 
withour breach of priviledge, we may have the names of 
the firft ProjeQors of theſe new Ordinances, and ſuch as 
labour to upholdthem, We muſtlet you know, our Re- 
ſolution is to-re-aſſume the power we put into you-( for 
werold you before,we mult work upon your own princi* 
pcs) for you having mainly btoken thetruſt we repoſed 
in 
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in you, in ſubyerting all our Laws, (which you ſhould 
have preſerved) we may take back what we gave you, 
(and we are certain, your clefions are mote conditio- 
nall upon that point then our Kings Crown,. which 
comes by Inheritanceand Succeſſion; )And we are ſure, 
wehave as wiſe, religious, and honeſt menlcftbehinde, 
as we ſent to the Parliament. And in caſe of urgent 
neceſſity. ( which is onr caſe direAly ) our Laws 
being overturned, our eſtates and liberty loſt , our wives 
and children threatned to be turned out of doores, and 
baniſhr, and our Religion endangered, we may defend 


our ſclves by Arms, and make uſe of whart is next, and. 


we have aprefidentſhown by-your ſelves forthe manner 


of that defence : And ſhall nor be aſhamed or afraid to: 


adventure cur eſtates and lives for defence of our known 


Laws, and” truc Proteſtant-Leligion , andnor die ſlaves: 


more tothe name ofa Parliament, thien ro any Tyrane. 
we have publiſhed this before we could anderſland: the 


Reſolution of other Counties, the times requiring it, and could: 


wot expet? their Anſwer ; If pi. 20% and joyninit; we 
defire them to declare ſo much publiquely, and to ds as we iu- 
tend to do, namely, Totally oppoſe all new Ordinamces, and 
mairitain our Rights by onr old and known Laws, aſſiſting each 
other with Life and Fortune in this our Reſolution, for Gods 
glory, our Countreys good, and our onn Freedonn, - 


FINTS, 


